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Methane claims stink
BobCarr’s article (‘‘Gas isn’t the

clean fuelwe thought itwas’’, July

16) arguesmethane emissions

fromnatural gas could outweigh

its benefits of delivering a lower

emissions future, referring to a

study from the journalNature by

University ofRochester academic

BenjaminHmiel.

Citing the article in unqualified

support ignores the caution that

one of the study’s authors toldThe

NewYorkTimes: ‘‘These

measurements are incredibly

difficult. So gettingmore data to

help confirmour resultswould be

very valuable . . . thatmeans there’s

quite a bitmore research to be

done.’’ Research into fossil fuel

emissions is ongoing and it does

not support the findings. Leading

atmospheric chemistry academics

responded toNaturewithHarvard

professor of atmospheric

chemistryDaniel Jacob telling the

WashingtonPost the study’s claim

that fossil fuelmethane emissions

are higher than previously

estimatedwaswrong.

InAustralia, CSIRO’sGISERA

hasmeasured the full life-cycle

greenhouse gas emissions

associatedwith an operating

onshore gas project. The report

found life-cycle emissions could be

reduced by between 31 per cent

and 50per cent comparedwith

coal-fired power generation. It

also found indirect and external

greenhouse gas emissions

associatedwith theLNG

production process represented

about 1.4 per cent of likely future

production,well belowother

sources like landfill and feed lots.

AndrewMcConville, Chief Executive
of theAustralianPetroleum

Production&ExplorationAssociation
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