
 
 

    

 

 
Drive investment for more jobs and a low emissions future: APPEA’s 
WA election platform 

 
24 February 2021 

 
The oil and gas industry can continue powering the WA economy and contribute to a cleaner 
energy future under a stable and efficient regulatory environment, the Australian Petroleum 
Production and Exploration Association (APPEA) said today. 
 
Powering Western Australia: APPEA’s WA State Election Platform, released by the oil and 
gas sector’s peak body ahead of the State Election in March, urges any incoming State 
Government to focus on the investment signals and settings needed to attract 
investment to ensure we make the most of our natural resources for the benefit of the 
community and the economy.  
 
APPEA WA Director Claire Wilkinson said: “Our message to all political parties is simple: the 
industry wants to continue supplying lower emission energy to the state, creating local jobs, 
supporting regional communities, and generating government revenue.  But government must 
provide stable policy settings and efficient regulatory processes to attract investment if they 
want to maximise the opportunities we have.” 
 
Ms Wilkinson said the industry worked constructively throughout the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the Government and Opposition, enabling operations to continue, and seeks to maintain this 
positive collaboration with the next State Government, across all aspects of the industry. 
 
“Natural gas is an essential part of our everyday lives in WA and has supported the local 
economy during the pandemic, powering our homes, hospitals, mines and 
manufacturers,” Ms Wilkinson said. 
 
The oil and gas industry called on the next State Government to consult with industry on 
policies affecting its operation and development, well before they are finalised, and work with 
industry to clarify the WA Domestic Gas Policy to maximise the existing opportunities in the 
sector and attract long-term business investment.  
 
“Supporting the responsible development of future gas resources, including those 
onshore in Western Australia, will be important to securing local jobs and driving 
recovery in our suburbs and regions.” 
 
APPEA also called on political parties to recognise the important role that natural gas plays in 
reducing emissions and work with industry to pursue technological advancements that could 
unlock a cleaner energy future. 
 
Ms Wilkinson said: “Natural gas is already playing an important role in reducing 
greenhouse emissions. It has lower emissions than other sources of baseload energy and 
is the perfect complement to renewable technologies because it provides grid stability.” 
  



 
 

    

 

“Technologies like carbon capture and storage will further reduce emissions and facilitate 
natural gas providing a pathway to large scale, low emissions hydrogen development.” 
 
“With State Government support, Western Australia can leverage the strengths of our 
world-class LNG sector to become the global leader in lower emission energy 
technologies such as hydrogen.” 
 
“The oil and gas sector wants to be part of the solution and unlock our cleaner energy 
future.” 
 
“With a tradition of bipartisan support for industry in Western Australia, APPEA and its 
members look forward to working with all sides of politics ahead of the March election.” 
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