
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 

11 January 2023 

GLOBAL ENERGY TECHNOLOGY EXPERT JOINS APPEA TO BOOST CLEANER ENERGY FOCUS 

A respected international energy and technology expert has been appointed as the Australian oil 
and gas industry’s new Director of Net Zero Technologies, reaffirming the sector’s focus and 
increasing program of work on emissions reduction and ways to use gas in a cleaner energy future. 

Brendan Beck, who has held senior roles at the World Bank and the International Energy Agency, 
will focus his work on critical climate change mitigation technologies including carbon capture 
utilisation and storage (CCUS) and clean hydrogen. 

Mr Beck said: “Technology development and deployment is at the heart of meeting climate 
mitigation targets in Australia and globally. 

“The Australian oil and gas industry is already at the forefront of deploying the step-change 
technologies needed to reach net zero, including clean hydrogen and CCUS. This experience, 
combined with world-class energy and CO2 storage resources as well as strong commercial 
partnerships, means APPEA members will play a pivotal role in reaching a cleaner energy future. 

“Clean hydrogen, using natural gas with CCUS, is currently by far the lowest cost pathway to low-
carbon hydrogen – meaning significantly more ‘emissions reductions-bang for your buck’ compared 
to alternative pathways. 

“APPEA members are also leading the way with developing renewable-based hydrogen, scaling up 
the technology and driving costs down in the process.  

“The sector is on par with the United States, Canada and Norway in the development and 
deployment of CCUS technologies, with Chevron’s Gorgon project in Western Australia 
representing the largest CCUS project anywhere in the world and the CO2CRC Otway project, one 
of the longest running CCUS research projects. Santos and Beach Energy’s Moomba project is under 
construction in South Australia with the pipeline of CCUS projects in Australia continuing to grow. 

“Clean hydrogen and CCUS are not only important technologies in reducing emissions across the oil 
and gas supply chain, but they will also be critical to reaching net zero across the whole economy.   

“Hydrogen and CCUS are widely seen, including by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) and the IEA, as key technologies for reducing emissions in many hard-to-abate industrial 
sectors such as cement, steel and chemical production, where emissions from high-temperature 
heat and industrial processes cannot be addressed through electrification.   

“Further, CCUS is central to large-scale negative emissions, both via direct air capture with carbon 
storage (DACCS) and bioenergy with CCUS, which will be important to reaching net zero, addressing 
residual emissions elsewhere in the economy, such as in agriculture. 

https://energyinformationaustralia.com.au/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 

“Australian companies being able to offer ‘CO2-storage-as-a-service' will also be important 
regionally, with APPEA members well placed to support key Australian trading partners, such as 
Japan and South Korea, to decarbonise their economies while adding additional value to Australian 
resources, creating and protecting jobs and continuing to contribute into the Australian economy.” 

Mr Beck joins APPEA from the World Bank where he was instrumental in establishing CCUS 
programs in Nigeria, South Africa and elsewhere. His World Bank role also involved low-carbon 
hydrogen, assessing domestic production and use opportunities as well as export potential in the 
Middle East, north Africa, eastern Europe, and central Asia.  

Before joining the World Bank, Mr Beck worked at the IEA, where he focussed on road mapping the 
role of CCUS in global climate mitigation efforts as well as informing the development of CCUS legal 
and regulatory frameworks around the world. 

APPEA Chief Executive Samantha McCulloch said the appointment boosted the industry’s clout in 
developing emissions reduction technologies and underscored how seriously the sector took its 
obligations. 

“As a major investor in emissions reductions technologies including CCUS and renewables, the oil 
and gas industry is committed to net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050,” she said. 

“With gas having a wider role in the future, Brendan’s work will be important in examining the 
different ways gas and the technologies the industry excels in can accelerate emissions reductions. 

“Brendan will be an important voice in the sector and his experience at the World Bank and the IEA 
will provide our members with invaluable experience at frontline of the world’s policy and 
technology challenges to get to net zero.” 

Media Contact: Patrick Lion on 0435 113 224 
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